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WELCOME

Mandy Ellen
Principal

PRINCIPAL STATEMENT
Firstly I would like to take this time to say thank you for showing your 
interest in MEPA College. Many years ago it came to my attention that 
professional training was becoming out of reach for so many talented 
young artist and I had to take action. I embarked on a journey to provide 
affordable and exceptional training for the next generation of passionate 
performers. I believe in unique tailored training to nurture and develop 
every student that walks through my doors. I will always honour small 
class sizes to encourage maximum development and insist on offering the 
highest quality of training. I will ensure every student has the best chances 
on developing the physical skill set, professional academic knowledge 
and mental stability to maintain a successful healthy life in the performing 
arts industry.

MEPA MISSION
At MEPA, we take pride in our open and friendly approach to teaching 
by nurturing a “can do” attitude. We are determined to bring out the best 
in every student, by understanding that each individual has their own 
unique way of learning. This enables us to acknowledge and support 
each students specific needs. Through the implementation of effective 
teaching methods we can create an environment of trust, confidence and 
achievement where each and every student can thrive. By receiving our 
bespoke and tailored training, we aim for our students to gain the skills 
and knowledge to uphold a long, healthy and successful career in the 
performing arts industry.

MEPA VALUES
► Supporting individual growth to nurture the development of every student

► Encourage a positive mental attitude

► Celebrate individuality

► Thrive for an exceptional work ethic

► Create positive working relationships 

► Provide equal opportunities 

► Encourage versatility

► Develop respectful and diverse artists

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
A good basis for training for all our students is possible only if equal 
opportunities practices are an integral feature of all aspects of life within 
MEPA College.
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IF PERFORMING ARTS IS YOUR 
PASSION THEN THE DREAM 
STARTS HERE
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PROGRAMMES OF STUDY
MEPA College offers the choice of two programmes, Three Year 
Professional Musical Theatre and Performing Arts Programme and 
a Three Year Professional Dance and Teacher Training Programme, 
endorsed and affiliated by CDMT (Council for Dance, Drama and Musical 
Theatre). The teacher training programme offers an IDTA level 4 Diploma.

THREE YEAR PROFESSIONAL MUSICAL THEATRE 
AND PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAMME
This programme is a three year intensive course designed to give students 
an all round training that is vital in the performing arts industry. Establishing 
versatility will allow our students to create the pathway to a successful and 
diverse career in the performing arts industry. 

The Three Year Professional Musical Theatre and Performing Arts 
Programme is geared towards training the students to become triple 
threats. Students receive exceptional training by our industry leading 
professional educators to ensure elevated progression from every student.

DANCE
All students will receive a diverse programme of dance training. Starting 
with the core subjects of Classical Ballet,  Jazz and Tap for the grounding 
foundations of dance. This will be complimented with extra disciplined 
such as Commercial, Contemporary, Broadway Jazz, Conditioning, Pas De 
Deux, Stretch and Core, Acrobatics, Point Work, Hip Hop, Choreography 
and Dance Audition Technique.

ACTING
Students will study a wide range of skills that can be used across the 
board in all practices of this programme. Training our students to be 
exceptional performers and connect to an audience is essential. Students 
will study skills and techniques from Influential Practitioners, Master the 
skill of Acting Through Song, Musical Theatre Acting, Tv and Film Acting, 
Theatre Acting, along with Voice and Accent Dialect Work and Acting 
Audition Technique.

SINGING
Supplying an exceptional vocal training is deemed very important to the 
faculty here at MEPA College. Students will learn the skills and develop 
the confidence needed to be a successful vocalist in the industry. In order 
to achieve this, our expert faculty deliver Vocal Technique, Vocal Health, 
Connecting to Material, Repertoire Development, Mic Technique, Voice 
Anatomy and Vocal Audition Technique. 

SUBJECTS OF STUDY
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THREE YEAR PROFESSIONAL DANCE AND TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMME
The Three Year Professional Dance and Teacher Training Programme is designed for those wishing to focus solely on dance. It provides each student 
with the training needed to embark on a career in the professional industry of performing. Students will also have the option to train for their IDTA Teaching 
qualifications to uphold a professional teaching career.

SUBJECTS OF STUDY

DANCE
All students will be geared towards graduating as highly skilled professional 
dancers for the industry. Students will train intensively in the core subjects 
of Classical Ballet,  Jazz and Tap for the grounding foundations of dance. 
This programme works in-depth in many disciplined such as Commercial, 
Ballroom, Contemporary, Broadway Jazz, Conditioning, Pas De Deux, 
Stretch and Core, Acrobatics, Point Work, Hip Hop, Choreography, Dance 
Audition Technique, History of Dance, Injury Prevention and Dancers Pro 
Development.

TEACHER TRAINING
During the Three Year Professional Dance and Teacher Training 
Programme students are given the opportunity to take their IDTA Level 4 
Diploma in Ballet, Tap, Jazz, TheatreCraft, Freestyle and Cheerleading.  
This qualification provides a basis for learners to progress into dance 
teaching, either through running their own dance school or working as a 
teacher in a private dance school

The objective of the level 4 Diploma in Dance Teaching is for learners to:

► Gain a knowledge and understanding of safe dance practice

► Demonstrate skills, knowledge and understanding of their chosen 
    dance genre

► Demonstrate teaching practice

Once you have gained your Level 4 Diploma you also achieve UCAS 
points meaning you will then have the option to do a top up in the future 
should you wish to.

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT STATEMENT 

All Students are set goals throughout the programme and constantly 
assessed formally and informally to ensure they are reaching all the 
personal goals set out for them. It’s our aim to ensure every student is 
nurtured and encouraged to help them gain confidence and grow as 
an artist. This will guarantee students will graduate with the knowledge 
they need to be prepared for the journey beyond graduation. Creating 
awareness that they have all the necessary skills and tools needed to find 
and secure a great career in the Performing Arts industry.
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Performing is a way of life here at MEPA College.  Our busy diary of events provides many opportunities to gain experience 
and perform publicly, not only in our very own state of the art performance venue, but also at some of the worlds biggest 
dance events such as ‘Move It’ and ‘Can you Dance?’.  Whether you are a Singer, Dancer, Actor or Triple Threat - there are 
countless opportunities to showcase your talent!

Our range of performing arts projects are designed to reflect the demands of the professional performer including 
performances such as variety style shows, professional Plays and Pantomimes, Musicals, Cabaret Style Nights, Agent 
Showcases and much more.

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES

AGENT SHOWCASE
MEPA College takes pride in having a very personal relationship with 
Agents and Casting Directors in the industry. Once the students have 
navigated through the first 2 years of training they will move into the final 
year of the programme. This year is devoted to professional development. 
Our students will be educated and guided to prepare for life as a 
professional performer. Once we have established the students strengths 
and skills, we personally invite agents and casting directors into MEPA 
College for a showcase of our graduating year. We are very proud to 
have a incredibly high agent success rate. With our personal touch and 
connections to the industry, our students enjoy a long and healthy career 
in the path they choose. 

ANNUAL PLAY/PANTOMIME
To ensure each and every student gains an understanding of the diverse 
performance opportunities available, they must experience performing not 
only in musicals and variety type shows but also in straight plays and 
character building shows such as pantomime. Gaining experience in 
script work, accents, comedy and characterisation.

GRADUATE SHOWCASE
The biggest event of the year!  The final show for the year threes and 
a chance to showcase how far they have progressed whilst at MEPA.  
This performance is for all three year groups, but the year three’s will be 
highlighted in their chosen fields.  This evening is filled with large group 
routines, intricate pas de duex’s, phenomenal singing solos and harmonic 
groups, West End quality musical theatre numbers and much much more 
- a show to really wow the crowds!

ANNUAL COLLEGE MUSICAL
An opportunity for the dance and musical theatre courses to join together 
and perform a full two act musical, through which students will learn how 
to produce a show from scratch including set design, costumes, full tech-
nical experience including using head and handheld mics, lighting and 
marketing.
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STUDENT SUPPORT OFFICER
MEPA believes that for students to perform to their best they must have a 
healthy mind as well as a healthy body. We have therefore ensured that 
we provide a support service where students can liaise and discuss any 
matter that they feel may be hindering them in their training.

SPORTS MASSAGE 
We are proud to have our very own sports masseuse that comes in regu-
larly to see our students if they are in need. This will help reduce time off 
due to injury and prevent injuries from happening during their training.

SOUTHCOTE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
If for any reason you feel you need more than a sports massage we 
are also pleased to be linked with one of the best sports injury clinics 
in Kent, offering chiropractic services, as well as consultation and injury 
rehabilitation. 

SPORTS NUTRITION
Our onsite sports nutritionist provides the care and knowledge you need 
for a healthy way of living, so you can feel energised and empowered to 
ensure you get the most out of your training and career.

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION
We provide the opportunity for those moving away from home to stay in 
the MEPA accommodation which is situated within just a ten minute walk 
from the studios. This creates the safe environment and security you need 
whilst training at MEPA.
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FACILITIES
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MEET THE FACULTY

EMMA FINCH
Deputy Principal of MEPA Training

Emma has been working at MEPA College since it was launched in September 2006, originally starting 
as a dance teacher before being promoted to Head of Dance.  Emma was then appointed Deputy 
Principal of MEPA Training and continues work closely with the Senior Management Team to ensure 
MEPA College and its students continue to reach their full potential whilst keeping up with industry 
demands. 

Emma believes in focusing on the individual potential of each student to achieve their highest level of 
attainment, underpinning their professional training with mutual   respect, co-operation and understanding. 
Her objective is to inspire creativity and individuality in an atmosphere of support and encouragement 
to prepare each student for the diverse, complex and exciting industry of Musical Theatre, Dance and 
Performing Arts. Emma has performed worldwide in various areas of the industry including UK tours, 
cruise ships, TV, pantomime and other productions both as a performer and a creative.

MANDY ELLEN
Principal and Proprietor

Mandy Ellen prides herself on being a very approachable principal she always has time to listen and 
offer support where she can, whilst ensuring that her very high standards are maintained. Mandy has 
always instilled in both her students and her team that although she expects the very best ‘learning can 
be fun’.
 
Mandy Ellen founded her school over 30 years ago, having successfully trained pupils in all aspects 
of dance and musical theatre.  It wasn’t long before Mandy realised that the next step to supporting 
her pupils in their chosen field was to offer full time professional training. Mandy Ellen opened her first 
purpose-built studios in January 2005 and following an amazing 6 months decided to open the doors 
to her full-time performing arts college, offering pupils a local alternative to professional training without 
the need or expense to travel to London. As such her aim has always been to offer the very best 
training in musical theatre and dance but at a price that is affordable and therefore ensuring everyone 
has access to some of the very best training available.

Mandy Ellen is also the principal and proprietor of MEPA Academy and Mandy Ellen Kids Agency 
offering students from KS3 and KS4 full time academic and vocational education whilst also providing 
professional work for performers of all ages.  Believing in unique tailored training to nurture and 
develop every student ensuring they have the best chances on developing their physical skill set, 
professional academic knowledge, and mental stability to maintain a successful healthy life in the 
performing arts industry.  Mandy is proud to have seen students working across various sectors in the 
industry such as Westend:  Billy Elliott, Matilda, Singing in the Rain, What’s love got to do with it. Tours 
and Overseas:  Joseph and his technicolour dream coat, Moulin Rouge, Wanna Be, Grease, Cats. 
P&O, Carnival, Costa, Royal Caribbean TV & Film: Barbie the Movie, Matilda the Movie, Various Music 
Videos such as Sam Smith, Robbie Williams , Shane Ward and Various Commercials – to name just a 
few!



DANIEL GREENWAY
 Ballet and Contemporary 

Technique 

MIKE FELLOWS
Commercial and Jazz Technique

MYRON BIRCH
Commercial

KATIE LEE
Industry Guest

MATTHEW ROWLAND
Industry Guest

LAUREN STROUD
Industry Guest

CALLUM TRAIN
Musical Theatre Production and 

Acting Through Song

MARIANNE BENEDICT
Singing Technique and 

Musical Theatre

JANE REBECCA MARSHALL
Harmony and Music Theory
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Jamie Lee Morgan Rob Madeley

Ashley Jordan Packer

Russell Preston Fine

Annie Gregson

Jane Rebecca Marshall

Cleve September Joshua Lovell

Myron Birch
Thriller Live, X Factor, 
Strictly Come Dancing

Karl Morgan
Movement Warriors / Ballet Boyz, 

Cats, Billy Elliott

Recent credit: 
‘War Horse’

Worked with Nicholas Lloyd Webber 
on the Oxford Shakespeare Company’s 

production of “Twelfth Night.”

Recent credit: 
‘Thriller Live’

Recent credit: 
Matthew Bourne Company

Tom Self
Musical Director  

Recent credit: ‘The Tempest’ with 
The Young Shakespeare Co.

Luke Robson
Assistant Choreographer 

National Youth Ballet & White 
Eagle Dance Company

Vocal Coach 
GLCM (Hons), LLCM(TD), ALCM

Recent credit: 
‘Hamilton’ and ‘In the Heights’

Recent credit: 
‘Book of Mormon’

OUR TEACHERS
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JAYE ELSTER
Industry Guest

LEANNE EVERITT
Acting and Musical Theatre

FLORIVALDO MOSSI
Choreography and Commercial 

GAZ DAVIS
Jazz, Commercial and 
Choreography Teacher

JOE PARTRIDGE
Singing and Vocal Coach

KELSIE - RAE MARSHALL
Ballet, Contemporary and 

Jazz Teacher

PAUL MONAGHAN 
Singing and Vocal Coach



JOIN US!
“ IF PERFORMING ARTS IS YOUR PASSION THEN THE DREAM STARTS HERE ”
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Entry into college is by audition only. To apply for an audition you will need to complete and return the application and medical form together which 
you can download from our website www.mepacollege.com and submit these with the required photographs and audition fee. Once we have 
received all of the relevant documents you will be offered an audition date, in which you must confirm your attendance. Auditions are held between 
three and four times a year and are published on our Website and Social Media, we would advise applying sooner rather than later. MEPA College 
take pride in excepting students that are passionate, hardworking and demonstrate potential to succeed in the performing arts industry.
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OUR GRADUATES

Being part of the MEPA Family helped me to 
grow and discover talents I never had!

MEL CLARK
Peppa Pig World Tour Including 

London West End

Due to the small class numbers at MEPA College 
the training offered was very diverse and the 
one to one training gave me the opportunity to 

explore subjects I had never done before.

LIZZIE GOODRIDGE
Janine Menitz in Secret Cinemas Ghostbusters 
- Gates of Gozer directed by Andrew Keates

 I thoroughly enjoyed my training at MEPA 
College and left with the confidence I needed to 

pursue a professional career in an
 industry I love!

BILLY WARREN
Cats Royal Caribbean

I had the most amazing three years at MC. 
The intense training pushed me to grow as a 

performer to achieve things I never 
knew I could.

JENNIFER KEEGAN
Dancer - Moulin Rouge. Dance Captain and 

Show Girl at Palazzo Mannheim Germany

 I’m proud to have worked with the incredibly 
talented faculty and to be successfully living the 

life I always dreamt of. 

MELANIE VICTORIA
Dance Captain, Carnival Cruises

I graduated in 2022 and went straight into the 
Whitney Queen of the night UK tour and Tina 
Turner What’s love got to with it UK tour as a 
backing vocalist and dancer! My time at MEPA 
really shaped me into the person and performer 
i am today and taught me everything I needed 
to head out into the industry. I definitely got all 
the guidance I needed and I loved my training! 

LAUREN DUNNING
Singer and Dancer. Whitney Queen of the 

Night. West End & UK Tour

I have loved training at MEPA since the day I 
started. The opportunities I was given were just 
amazing I felt like every lesson I was learning 
something knew and that every time I had a 

class it felt like I was in a one on one
 with the teacher. 

DARCY KNOWLER
UK and European tour of Michael Jackson and

Jingle Bell Ball

During my time at college I was rigorously 
taught the three disciplines; Singing, Dancing 
and Acting. Most importantly I believe I was 
taught a fourth and arguably the most important 

discipline… professionalism.

BEN BROOKER
UK tour of Joseph

MEPA is a small college; this meant I was able 
to get to know my teachers and get personal 
feedback in every class. We always & lots of 
performance opportunities & amazing industry 
professionals as teachers. A great new studio 
allowed us to work as a college on many 

exciting projects.

JACK EVISON
Ensemble / Dancer, Andrew Lloyd Webber 

European Gala Tour







T 01622 756644
M 07930 548248
E mepa@btconnect.com
W www. mandyellenperformingarts.com
W www. mandyellenperformingartscollege.com
A Earl House, 27 & 29 Earl Street, Maidstone, Kent. ME14 1PF

MANDY ELLEN MEPA COLLEGE@MEPACOLLEGE @MANDYELLEN
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MANDY ELLEN MEPA COLLEGE@MEPACOLLEGE @MANDYELLEN

MEPA College, Studio 6, Unit B, Maidstone ME16 8HS

01622 756644

info@mepacollege.com

www.mepacollege.com

MEPA College is an Affiliate of the CDMT
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